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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">always ruled, but the day of the uplanders was at<BR>hand. This is the explanation of the veritable<BR>panic which Helper's publication created. A de- <BR>bate which should follow the line of this old divi- <BR>sion between the peoples of the Atlantic slave<BR>States would, under existing conditions, be fatal<BR>to the institution of slavery. West Virginia did<BR>become a free State at the first opportunity. Coun- <BR>ties in western North Carolina claim to have<BR>furnished a larger proportion of their men to the<BR>Union army than any other counties in the coun- <BR>try. Had the plan for peaceable emancipation<BR>projected by abolitionists been permitted to take<BR>its course, the uplands of South Carolina would<BR>have been pitted against the lowlands, and Sena- <BR>tor Tillman would have appeared as a rampant<BR>abolitionist. There might have been violence, but<BR>it would have been confined to limited areas in the<BR>separate States. Had the crisis been postponed,<BR>there surely would have been a revival of aboli- <BR>tionism within the Southern States. Slavery in<BR>Missouri was already approaching a crisis. South- <BR>ern leaders had long foreseen that the State would<BR>abolish slavery if a free State should be established<BR>on the western boundary. This was actually tak- <BR>ing place. Kansas was filling up with free-state</FONT><BR>\
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